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consequence of their famed riches,, many French privateers
began to cruize about those seas during the war, hoping to
pick up some laden vessels on their return from the Indies;
and in fact they caught a great many, and among the richest
of their prizes, was one at the time when the inestimable
treasures of Peru were embarked for Spain, so that the share
to each of the ship's pages (jboys) was eight hundred ducats
of gold. And the principal reason of the French getting
so many of the ships belonging to the Spaniards, was the
avarice of the owners ; for on quitting Spain, such was their
avidity to fill up with merchandize and passengers, that they
did not put the due number of guns on board, in case they
had to defend themselves if attacked by an enemy's ship;
nor even the number ordered by the Council of the Indies ;
which commanded that every vessel should have at least two
brass guns, six large iron ones, some small ones, and a cer-
tain number of barrels of powder, besides other weapons.
The council, moreover, appointed certain commissaries to
take special care by going to San Lucar, to visit the ships
when they were about starting, and ascertain whether they
were provided according to the orders issued. But the cap-
tains of the ships, by putting a piece of gold into the hand of
the commissaries, made them say that all was right; and with
this arrangement they went away to Seville, waited on their
superiors at the Contract-office, and swore to God that every
thing was in perfect order, and that the ship (whatever it
might be) was equal to fighting against four French vessels.
In this way three or four Spanish ships used to start, though
the best of them carried only two or three iron guns, half
eaten through with rust, and one keg of indifferent powder.
On their return, if a little French galleon (galleoncette) well
armed happened to meet a ship, even of fifteen hundred
or two thousand salme (about three or four hundred tons),
they attacked her without the least fear, knowing how
ill Spanish ships were provided. Firing first a few shot,
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